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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 130
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION —STAMP DUTY, EFFECT ON
REVENTUE.

Hen. J. NICHOLSON asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, [Has the attention of the Gov-
ernment been called to the Tetter written by
Messrs, Saw and Grimwnod, stockbrokers,
Perth, which appeared in the *West Aus-
tralian” of Friday, 2lst inst.,, under the
heading “Share Transfer Tax”? 2, Is it
a fact that the rates of stamp duty payable
on transfers of shares in the Eastern States
are wuch lower than those charged on those
transfers in Western MAustralia? 3, Tt it
a fact that if a person resident in Western
Australia dies possessed of shares in a com-
pany ingorporated in one of the Eastern
States, and such person is registered on
the register of the company in that other
State, no probate or succession duty is re-
ceivable in respect of such assets by the
Government of Western Australia? 4, Is
it not a fact that the present high rites of
duty are calculated to affeet derimentally
the revenue of the State, and if so, with
a view to encouraging persons resident in
Waestern Australia to hecome registered on
the local register of companies eavrying on
husiness in this State and thereby assist the
revenue of this State, will the Government
consider the desirability of introdueing
amending legislation to effect reductions so
as to bring existing rates of duty on such
transfers in line with the rates prevailing
in the Eastern State=?

The CHIKEF SECRETARY veplied: 1.
Yes. 2, T am not aware that such is the case,
as the rates in the different States vary.
3, Yes. 4, The matter will he considered. *

[COUNCIL.)

MOTION—TUBERCULOSIS.
Dairy Herd, Hospital for the Insanc,

HON. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.35]: 1 move—

That in the opinion of this House the policy
of hush-hush adopted by Dhoth the previous and
the present Government in connection with the
prescnce of tuberculosis in the dairy herd at
the Claremont Hospital for the Insane, which
supplies milk to the Children’s Hoapital, is
not in the hest interests of the health of the
Preople.

In presenting this motion, which I hope
will meet with the concarrvence of the House,
1 am not animated by any desire to attack
either the present or the previous Govern-
ment. No doubt the responsibility in the
first ploce rested with the Mitchell Govern-
ment for want of action in conncetion with
the severe incidence of tubereulosis in the
(Claremont dairy herd. The present Govern-
ment have probably been a “particeps crim-
inis’’; they have allowed a certain state of
things to go en, whether in ignorance or not
1 do not know, At any rate, the present
(overnment are responsible for the answer
tha Chief Sceretary gave to me the other
doy, when I asked if he would lay the file
dealing with the matter on the Table of the
House; he declined to <do sn, but said T
could see the flle at the Agrieultural De.
partment. Nor is my motion intended as
aht attaek on the veterinary branch. I am
fuite aware that the branch have heen
under-staffed. No doubi they had the hest
intentions in fhe world, hut they have not
heen abla to do the work which they would
have liked {0 do in conneetion with investi-
cation into the incidenee of tuberculoziz and
the measures that should he adopted towards
its eradication. T wi<h also to say that
when I went to the office of the veterinaiy
hrangh to pernse the files, I received the ut-
most courtesy and consideration from the
officers of the branch, The Claremont herd
was started at a daie of which 1 am no!
cortain, but it first eame into prominenee
shont 1912, when awing to the highly par-
lous eondition of the milk supply fto the
Children’s Hospital, and to the faet that it
was cobsidered the poor milk that was being
supplied there was responsihle for the high
mortality then incident fo the hospital, the
Government of the dav, a Lahour Govern
ment, came to the assistanee of the hospital
by arranging that the Claremont herd should
be considerably increased and that milk
zhould be sent from the Claremont Hospital
for the Tnsane to the Children’s Hospital,
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the eharge for it to be something like cost
price. No doubt the charge was higher than
the price of inferior milk supplied by dairy-
men, but so far as quality was eoncerned,
sertainly the Claremont milk was good
milk, and moreover it was delivered fresh.
The Government of that day are to be conr
mended for the aetion they took, and the
Children's IHospital authorities are to be
commended for having drawn attention tu
the matter ond obtained the Govermment's
asgistanee. All that is past historv. What
[ want to draw attention to now is what
happened in 1922, and events following
those happenings, In April, 1022, the veter-
inary branch for the first time tested by
what is known as the tuberenlin test the
whole of the herd at the Claremont Hospital
for Insane. I do not know whether houm.
members are fully conversant with the tuber-
culin test. Tt is a test that shows whethe
a ¢ow, or any other animal, to which it is
applied has at one time or another had
tuberculosis. Tt does not necessarily show
that the ecow is at the time of the fest suf-
fering from active tuberculosis, but it does
reverl whether at some time or other the
cow has had the disease. The disease may
have been overcome and mayv be in a quies-
eent stage, or it may be active. So mnch [ov
the test. Another thing to which T want tu
draw attention, and one which T meationed
when speaking on the Address-in-reply, is
that a cow may have tuberculosis, and that
unless that tuberculosis is what is known as
the generalised form, or unless it affeets the
cow’s udder, it is not supposed to he a men-
ace to anyone consuming milk from that
cow. OF eourse it is n potentinl danger, be-
eause one never knows when the disease may
hecome generalised and haeilli get into
the blood and so into the milk. Fur-
ther, one never knows when the udder
may become affected. So that the
dizrease i8 always a polential danger,
and consequently anv eow that reacts to
the tuberculin test, giving evidenee fhat it
has had or has tuberenlosis in some form or
other, shonld certainly be kept under close
ohservation. Another feature to which 1
allnded on the Address-in-reply was the fact
that a certain proportion of cases of tuber-
enlosis, especinlly tubereulosis of the joints,
of the bones, of the skin, and of the glands,
are undoubtedly due to infection from cow’s
milk. 1 want to make this elear, beeause
T find that it is not generally understood.
There is an impression to the contrary pre-
valent amongst the public. Recently T was
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speaking to a gentleman who oceupied a
high position in the previous Government,
and 1 happened to mention to him some-
thing about tuberculosis in milk. He said,
“0Oh, Doctor, people do not get tubereulosis
{rom bovine origin." I said, “Certainly they
do.” The erver erept in like this: A great
many years ago, KKoch, the discoverer of the
tuberele bacillus, and the greatest authority
at that time on the baeteriologieal aspeet of
tuberenlosis, maintained that bovine tubercle
and human tuberele were distinet entities,
and that bovipe tuberculosis could not be
conveved to human beings.  Koech was
wrong, and before many years elapsed be
admitted that he had been wrong.  His
theory was absolutely disproved, and cer-
toinly does not hold enrrency to-day, Un-
duvubstedly there is danger to the public from
consuming milk that iy infeeted with tuborele
bacilti. In 1922 for the Krst time the Clare-
mont herd was tested, nnd the test showed
that out of the 7% cows in the herd 36 gave
a posilive reaction to the tuberculin test.
As L said before, it. does not necessarily
follow ihat all those ‘eows had tubereulosis
in an active form, or that they. were a mennce
to the community; but assuredly some
of them were. When that position hecame
known to the then Chief Veternary Officer,
Mr. Weir—1 obtained this information from
the files which 1 inspected—he said, *“1f ths
is the ease, the only thing to do is to weed
out these cows ns soon as it ean bhe conven-
ien(ty done, get rid of them and replace
them with fresh cows that are not infected
with tubereulosis.”  Flon, members will ob-
serve that Mr, Weir said, “ As soon as it ean
convepiently be done” . By that he meant,
apparently, when the cows had gone dry.
What was to happen to the milk in the in-
terval does not. nppear from the file. The
mafter was eventually bronght under the
cognisance of the Cowmmissioner of Publie
Health, Dr. Atkinson, who was away at the
(ime when these observations were made.
Upon his veturn—T think from o trip he
bad taken {o the Noyth-West—the matter
wa4 brought to his attention and he said,
“Tt is not necessary to destroy these cows,
but they should be isolated, put on fresh or
different pastures, and of course their milk
should not be eonstnmed ; they shonld be used
for hreeding purposes.”’ Tlat was very good
advice, but it was not followed. Same enr-
respondence took place hetween the different
departments, and  what eventually hap-
pened T eannot diseover from the files. I
do know, however, that Dr. Atkinson's sug-
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gestion was not acted upon. 1 kunow alse
that one of the cows thai gave a positive
reaction to the tubcerculin test was slangh-
tered, and in the report on the post mortem
exainnation oceurs the following passage :—

The only portion where any suspicion ex-

isted wus in one of the parotid glands, which
appears slightly abmormal.
That observation was not confirmed by any
microscopical examination. That dispeses
of one infected ecow; what happened to the
other 35 infeeted cows the files do not reveal.
1t is nuite likely that those eows were weeaed
out, ag Mr. Weir expressed it, when that
could eonveniently be done; that is to say,
when they became dry. But whether it was
done or not the files do not relate. In going
through them I notieed that the matter had
been brought under the notiee of Mr. Sut-
ton, the Director of Agriculture. He made
one comment on it—

In view of the inability to ecompel isolation

of reactors, I am pleascd to learn that the
milk from this herd is being pasteurised be-
fore being distributed.
There, again, the file gives no evidenee as {o
pasteurisation of the milk, exeept this chance
remark of Mr. Sutton. Whether it was
pasteurised or not, whether the pasteurisa-
tion was donc at the Hospital for Insane
or whether it was done at the Children’s
Hospital, whether indeed the authorities nt
the Children's Hospital were informed of
the condition of this milk or of the condition
of the cows that supplied the milk, I de
not know. There is nothing on the file to
show those things.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane; Or what temper-
ature was nsed in pasteurising.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I know nothing
about that. So far as I am aware, there
was no efficient pasteurising plant in the
Stale in 1922, The people concerned may
have been content with boiling the milk, and
if they boiled it at a sufficiently high tem-
perature and kept it at that temperature for
a sufficiently long period, the bacilli would
be destroyed. However, I do not know what,
if anything was done in that regard, nor
do T know how long they continued to
pasteurise it, if at all; whether it was only
a few weeks or a few months. Whether they
wot all those cows weeded out, I dAb nod
know. Anyhow, there is that remark of Mr.
Sutton’s that he was glad to hear the milk
was being pasteurised before being distri-
bated. What has happened since 1922%
Something has happened, but not very much.
That herd has not been again tested on a
wholesale scale by the tuberclin test; that
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is, from 1922 till to-day. But what has beer
done is that at infrequent intervals an in.
spretor has gone down from the velerinary
depurtment, examined the herd, taken out any
that looked siek and had them tested, some.
times by the tubecclin test, while sometimes
they were condemned withont that test, and
slaupghtered. | asked the Chief Seeretary fo
the information, and he gave the occasions
when they were inspected and the tubereulin
test applied. But that was only to those ani-
mals that were manifestly sick. That is no
sulficient. I understand it is possible for s
eow fo be in an advanced stage of tuber
edosis and, so long as it is being well fed, if
will maintain its nalrition and appear to be
perfectly well. That I have, not of my own
kuowledge, hut on execellent anthority. So i
is not sufficient to go down at infrequent
intervals and simply pick out eows that are
manifestly sick and injeet them with tuber-
enlin. The oceasions on, which they were
lested-—there is a little diserepancy on the
file, but [ think it is nnderstandable; for thi:
rea=on : if an inspector went down and found
sick cows he may have injected them itk
tubereulin, but in any case he would have
to go down and observe the result, and per.
haps on a third occasion he would have f«
go down to see them destroyed. But the oc
easions after April, 1922, on which date the
tuberculin test was applied on a wholesale
seale, have been as follows:—25th June
1924, two years later; 27th March, 1925, nine
months later; 24th June, 1026, 15 months
later; and the 13th Oectober, 1927, sixteer
months later, and [ should not he surprisec
if that last test was made after my asking
questions in the House. When this method
was adopted of going down, inspecting the
herd, picking out those obviously disease
and applying a test, on the first occasior
three animals reacted to the test and wers
destroyed. On the second occasion two wery
found to be diseased, were diagnosed T.B
and destroyed. On the 24th June, 1926, th
third occasion, four were found to be dis
eased, three reacted to the test and one wa:
negative, The three giving positive reaetion
were destroyed. Or the 13th Oectoher of thi
vear two were found to be diseased, on
gave a positive result and was destroyed, an
one was doubtful and is being kept for fur
ther observation. The last one to be de-
stroyed revealed pulmonary tubereunlosis and
tuberculosis of the mesenterie gland, that i
to say, it had generalised tuberculosis and
undoubtedly was a danger. How long it had
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been in that eondition and where its milk
went 1 do not know, but no doubt the milk
had been going into the supply to the Chil-
dren's Hospital and Government institutions.
Two of the three that were destroyed as a re-
sult of the examination on the 24th June,
1926 were postmortemed. One revealed
bilateral pulmonary tuberculosis and tuber-
culosis of the larynx. The other had a
sumll tuberenlar nodule in the peritoneum,
and it was reported that on the naked eye
appearance it had numerous small tubereu-
lar nedules seattered throughout the post
quarter of the mammary gland. That lest
observation was not borne out by a piece that
was subniitted to microscopie examination.
Buat it may he that the precise portion in-
feeted by tuberenlosis was not submitted to
mmicroscopie examination. However, the piece
that was so submitted did not reveal tuber-
culosis, although the naked eye appearances
were those of tuberculosis. In 3% veard
there have been only four inspections of that
doiry herd, although in 1922 no fewer than
J6 cows out of 79 reaeted to the tuberenlin
lest. 1 want to emphasise that inspections
at such Jengthy intervals are of very litile
value. T had a conversation with the Chief
Secretary and the Aeting Commissioner of
Public Health over the question of graded
milks in the Old Country. There are four
milks called graded. That is to say, theyv re-
ceive special licenses from the British Min-
istry of Health as heing wood milks. Two of
these are fresh milk, in respeet of whichi
the eows have been tested by the wholesale
tuherenlin  test; and then the milk Thas
to undergo certain trentment before he-
ing ' offered for public sale. “The third
varietv of fresh milk is one in which
the tubercalin lest is not made on a wholeq
sale scale, but the animals are inspected every
three months. Fven then, of counrse, some
mey slip throngh. But af Claremont the in-
speetions are made only at intervals of nine
months, 13 months and even longer. I do not
know what the condition of the Claremont
herd is to-day in reference to how many
cows would reaet to the tubereulin test, for
they have not been submifted to it sinee
1922,  Possibly the authorities have bgen
afraid to do it. New T want to say a word,
or two with reference to other dairy herds
of the State. Becnuse it may be taken for
eranted that if that is the condition at Clave-
mont, where undoubtedly they have a fine
high-class herd, if that is the condition down
there under the supervizion the herd ought
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to get from the anthorities, what is the con-
dition of the other herds in the metropolitan
area and the country districts? How often
are they examined? I do not kmow. Cer-
tainly there has been no systematic inspec-
tion and applieation of the tuberculin test.
I know that the veterinary braneh is under-
staffed and have not been able to do the work
they want to do. What they have had to be
content with doing, at any rate since the pre:
sent Chief Veterinary Officer, Mr, Murray
Jones, a eapable oflicer, has been in charge,
15 to give an occasional inspection to a herd,
taking out cows that ave manifestly diseased,
having thewn tested by the tuberenlin test and,
if they are pesitive in their veaetibns, having
them destroyed.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Have therve
heen many deaths directly attributable to
these eows?

Hon. A. J, . SAW: I have not the
statistics. T do net know whether Sir Edward
was here at the beginning of my speech,
but T do know there have been a great nmnn-
ber of eases of tubereulosis at the Children’s
Haospital and at other hospitals.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They die like flies up
there.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Children’s Hos-
pital regeive a zreat number of tuberenlar
eases, hip joints, knee joints, meningitis
and tobereular glands. Perhaps that will
answer Sir Edward, The Chief Veterinary
Officer has to he content with this some-
what haphazard expedient. How often he
ean go and inspeet n dairy I do not know.
I do not know how many dairies there are
in the State, but certainly a large number,
In his report for 1925 the Chief Veterinary
Officer snys— .

Tt is cvident, however, that there is a good
deal of tuberenlogis present amongst the dairy
herds in the metropolitan area, and this matter
Itas lheen receiving the attention of this
branch, partienlars of which are given later in
this report.

These are the particulars—

During the six months, January to June,
this matter has been receiving the attention of
this branch, and although the inapeetions have
heen by no means systematic on account of
the ghortage of staff, 59 animals were con-
demned for tuberenlosis. On post mortem ex-
amination 35 of these were found to be gen-
eralised eases and 24 localised., These figures
iltusteate the urgent neecssity for a repular
and aystematic inspeetion of dairies both in
the metropolitan and eountry districts which
contribute tn the milk supply of the com-
munity.
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Again, in 1926, he reports—

Tuberculosis. There is no doubt that this
disease is very prevalent amongst the dairy
cattle in this State, and with the object of
eliminating the worst eascs a systematic in-
spection of dairies was commenced in the
metropolitan arca in March last, an officer
being  specially appointed for this phase of
the work. As the result of his inspection of
73 dairies, 52 cascs showing. elinical or sus-
picious symptoms were selected for the ap-
plication of the tubereulin test, and of these
27 animals rcacted, repiesenting 52 per cent.
Of the 27 which reacted, 26 were generalised
eases and one loealised easc. Ten of the gen-
cralised cases were of the most dangerous
type, the udders being very badly affected. In
no case was the tubereulin test applied whole-
gale to any lerd, only animals showing eclin.
ical or suspicious symptoma being scleeted for
testing.  Im addition to the above animals, 13
cnses were deteeted in the cow markets, 12 of
which were geacralised eases, and onc loenl-
ised.

The report for 1927 is not yel out, bat 1
asked Mr. Murray Jones if he could give
me ronghly the figures for 1927, and he
said the generalised cases of tuberculosis
were 253 and the localised cases 35. He
made anather observation to me. He said
that in every case where the tuberculin re-
action was positive and the animal
destroyed, the post mortem examination
revealed the presence of tuberculosis, [
think that shows that Lhe tuberculin fest is
reliable when it is efficiently applied. There
are two methods, and I think the
veterinary braneh applies both, using ona
as a check upon the other. Where it is
applied by competent officers and carefully
noted, the tuberculin test does reveal
whether or not a cow has suffered from
tubercnlosia. Last session we passed the
Dsiry Compensation Aet. I thought that
under it, when cows were destroyed, the
owners would receive compensation. There
was a scheme for some sort of insurance
fund, the owners putting in somcthing and
the Government contributing a proportion.
T understood that when an animal had to
be destroyed Dbecanse of any infectious
disease, compensation would be paid out
of that furd. But I understand that the
Dairy Compensation Act has not yet been
proclaimed, and so is not in foree. I main-
tain that it is the duty of the Government
to put it into operation at once, and to
arapple with this problem of tubereulosis.
My interest in this question is not of ta-
day or yesterdav or even of last year. T
have always taken a great deal of interest
in the subject of the conveyance of disease

[COUNCIL.]

through milk, as is evidenced by the fact
that over 30 years ago [ selected as tha
thesis for my M.B. degree the subjeet of
the influence of milk in the spread of in-
fectious disease, and ever since then [ have
kept my eves open and have watched io
see what effective measures could be taken
with reference to these problems, not only
the problems of typhoid, but other diseases
conveyed by milk. When I read that thesis
over 30 vears ago, it was known that
tubereulnsis was due to the tubercle
bacillus, but the tuberenlin test had nor
then heen discovered and our knowledge
of hacterivlogy was on a very small seale,
whilst the precautions that eould be taken
to prevent these diseases were not known
nearly so well as they are known to-day.
Tor vears T despaired that effectiva
measnres could be taken fo prevent these
diseases spreading, but I always advised
my patients—and the practice has been
universal in my home as well—to boail all
milk as soon as it entered the house, be-
canse ] knew of the serions risk the com-
munity incurred by drinking milk from
tainted sources. That position iz entirely
altered to-day. There is no doubt what-
ever, in the first place, if suitable measures
are taken, tuberculosis ean be eradicated
from dairy herds, and that course should
be adopted. The other method of dealing
with milk still affected, not only with the
tubercle bacillus, but with various other
disenses, is by pasteurisation. Of that [
was fully convineed when I saw what was
done with milk during my visit to Welling-
ton, New Zealand, and by what I have read
since, [Dr. Atkinson suggested that the
affected eows of the Claremont herd should
he isolated and put on fresh pastures, and
lte pointed cut that so long as they re-
mAained where they were, and where elean
eattle were running, they were infecting
the pastures and in that way helping to
spread disease. That is undoubtedly true.
Tf all the infected eattle were removed
from the herd, and fresh ones brought in,
a striet wateh could be kept on the clean
ones, becanse they would run the risk of
becomine infeeted by the pastures. 0OFf
course with exposure to sun, light and air,
the tuberele baeillus is destroyed. Dr.
Atkinson specially recommended that th.
cows thnt gave a positfive tuberculosis re-
action, should be removed from the
pastures where clean eows were running
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and he expressed the hope that whatever
sleps were taken, the main objeect should
be to maintain & clean herd at Claremont.
Unfortunately that adviee was not fol-
lowed, and the position to-day is as I hava
related. I submit the motion standing in
my name,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
55): I second the motion that has been
so ably moved by Dr. Saw. The public of
this State should be deeply indebted to Dr.
Saw for having brought this matter so
prowminently hefore the notice of the Gov-
ernment, and I have no deubi that the Gov-
erument will appreciate the action of the
hon. member that in moving the motion his
sole desire is to asmist the Government to
do that which is s manifest duty, namely,
to protect ihe health of the people and to
take whatever steps may be essential in that
direction. Dr. Saw has shown clearly the
position with regard to the Claremont dairy
herd and bow serious muost necessarily be
the consequences of a tainted herd com-
municating as they would through the
channel of the milk supply, disease to
children. One knows that the Government
may not have bad the oppertunity up teo
date of making arrangements for a close
inspection of all herds, but I hope, now that
the matter has been so prominently brought
forward, the Government will at onee see
that the subjeet is inquired into and an
adequate and competent staff appointed so
that measures may be taken to eradicate
what is a gerious menace to the health of
the community. There is undoubtedly, as
Dr. Saw states, one way of dealing with
the matter; probably there are several ways,
but there is manifestly one way that should
appeal to the Government as being the cor-
rect way, and it is to see that steps are taken
to stamp out the disease so that it will not
be sprend amongst the community. I sin-
cercly hope that some action will be taken,
action of @ character that will remove the
cause of this scourge.

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.
Resumed from the previeus day. Hon. J.

Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause L>—Printing rolls:

Hon. H. SEDDON: I desire to submit
the amendment that stands in my name on
the Notice Paper. T move—

That all the words after “* printed,!’ in Sub-

clause 1, be struck out, and the following in-
serted i —“and issucd under the hands of the
Chief  Elcctoral Officer whenever he thinks
fit.??
That provision is contained in Section 24 of
the original Aect sud is certainly a more de-
sirable state of affairs than that which the
Bill proposes,

The CHIEY SECRETARY : I oppose the
amendment. The object of inserting “Min-
ister” is to bring the position into line with
that of the Commonwealth. Section 36 of
the Commonwealth Electoral Act provides
for the printing of supplementary rolls at
such times as the Minister direets. The
South Australian Electoral Act and the Vie-
torian Hleetoral Aci—in both those States
joint rolls are issued—provide that “the
Minister shall direct.” In the course of his
remarks, Mr. Harris said that under the
present Act the Chief Electoral Officer and
noi the Minister has the power to direct
when the rolls shall be printed, and he re-
ferred to Section 24. The Minister has full
power under Section 28 to direct when the
rolls and snpplementary rolls shall he
printed in an amalgamated form. Seetion
28 iz to be deleted for the purpose of in-
serting Clause 3 {a). The hon. member does
not desire us to have the unusual speetacle
of the Commonwealth Minister being in eon-
trol of the rolls and the State Minister be-
ing deprived of that power. What is the
object of doing that? Both State and Com.
monwealh Ministers will be directed by their
permanent heads. The hon. member should
withdraw his amendment.

Hon, H. SEDDON: The DMinister has
quoted the practice in the Commonwealth
and other States but I would point out that
the attitude ndopted by this House has al-
ways been that the Chisef Electoral Officer
should be held responsible, and as the
amendment is consistent with that attitude,
I think it will make for smoother and more
expeditious working, In the circumstances
I feel T must adhere to my amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member has not answered my argument,
which was that if the amendment is carried
the channel of communication between the
Commonwenlth Minister in charge of the
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administration of the Commonwealth Llec-
toral Aet will not be through the Minister
in control of our Department, but through
the Chief Electoral Officer. That would be
anomalous.

Hon. E. TI, HARRIS: The Minister
raises an interesting peint that has relation
to an amendment 1 propose to deal with
later on. 1f I interpret his meaning aright,
it is that the Commonwealth Electoral Offi-
eer will direct and deal immediately with the
Minister as to when the rolls shall be pub-
lished.

The Chief Secretary: No, the Minister.

Hon. E. TI. HARRIS: To direct when
the State roll shall be printed! If that is
so then our Chief Electoral Officer will be
a mere Tubber stamp! I am glad that the
Chief Secretnry has indicated that at this
early stage. My remarks were based on
the repeated decisions of this House in eon-
neetion with the Bill of 1925, under which
power was sought to be taken away from
the Chief Electoral Officer and given to the
Minister. T agree that in some instances it
is desirable to vest that power in the Min-
ister, but in this instance, as the Minister
has to be elected by his constituents and the
rolls have to he compiled, the Minister should
have as little as possible to do with the
Electoral Act and its administration.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T ask the question
in my ignorance, but I would like to know
whether the Chief Electoral Officer is not
controlled by his Minister?

Hon. F. H, Haryis: Yes,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW : Then what differ-
ence does it make whether we make provi-
sion for the “Chief Eleetoral Officer” or
“the Minister”? T1f we include “the Chief
Electoral Officer,” he will be eontrolled by
the Minister and be told to do certain things.
Surely it wonld be hetter to insert “the Min-
ister,” who has the ultimate responsibility.

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOOM: It
seems to me that the difficulty arizes owing
to the word “direets” in the clanse. Tf “the
Chief Electoral Officer” is inserted instead
of “the Mintster,” it will be that officer’s
duty to atttend to the rolls and at the same
time he will he subservient to the Minister,
who can interfere. As the e¢lause rends the
official ecannot do anything until the Minister
directs him accordingly, and the Minister,
therefore, has full control of the sitnation.
I think the Chief Electoral Officer should
be in control. Why not give that officer
instructions through the Bill to control the

[COUNCIL.]

rolls, and the Minister will ithen have to
aeccept responsibility should he interfere?

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: In view of the
remarks of Dr. Saw, I would draw attention
to Section 24 of the principal Act which
gets out that the rolls shall be printed and
issued under the hand of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer if he thinks fit. If it is good
for the Council, it is also good for the
Assembly. The elause, however, says that
the roll shall he printed when the Minister
so directs. It is possible that the Minister
would direct that his own roll should be
printed on a date to suit him! The power
should remain in the hands of the Chief
Electoral Oflicer.

The CHIET SECRETARY: The Minis-
ter has absolule power now to have the rolls
printed. That is in aceordance with Sec-
tion 28 of the Electoral Aet. That provision
will be deleted if the Bill he agreed to.
Naturally the Minister would aet on the
recommendation of the Chief Eleetoral
Officer.

Hon. M. Seddon: He might.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Minister
does not trouble himself about the rolls, hut
waits for a reccommendation from the Chief
Electoral Officer. Tf the Chief Electoral
Officer were given that power he conld aet
only with the approval of the Minister, be-
cause expenditure wonld be involved and he
would have to gel the neeessarv authority.
Why not bring our legislation into confor-
mity with the Commonwealth Aet and the
South Australian and Victorian Acts and so
secure consisteney?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The Chief Secvetary
has missed the point we wish to make. The
Chief Electoral Offieer, nccording to the Aect,
can prepare the rolls whenever he thinks
fit, but it the Mlinister has to direct him to
do so, then the latter will eontrol the posi-
tion. The Chief Electoral Officer migk:t
think it desirable to have the rolls printed,
but if the Minister has to direct him, then
the responsibility is taken away from the
Chief Eleetoral Officer and vested in the
Minister..

Hon. A, TOVEKIN: I suggest a com-
promise on a fifty-Gfty basis, es there i=
some virtue in each point of view. Instead
of the amendment reading “and issuned under
the hands of the Chief Electoral Officer
whenever he thinks fit,” why not make it
read “and issned under the hands of the
Chief Electoral Officer whenever approved
by the Minister”?
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Hon. E. H. Harris: What is the differ-
ence?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: My suggested
amendment introduees the Minister, where-
as he does not come into it under Mr. Sed-
don’s amendment. The Chiet Seeretary in-
dicated that he wished the Minister to be
included so a5 to bring our Bill into line
with legislation in the East. The clause does
not make the Chief Electoral Qfficer respon-
sible, but with the alteration T suggest the
responsibility is cast upon the Chief Elee-
toral Officer to have the rolls printed when
he thinks necessary and the Minister’s ap-
proval will have to be obtained.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The Minis-
ter would aet antomatically?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Yes.

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: I do not wish to
he personal but who is respensible? The
Chief Eleetoral Officer, or the Minister?
Surely it is the Minister.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Who is responsible
to-day?

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T should say thc
Minister.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But look at Sec-
tion 24.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Who is the more
amenable {o Parlinment. Undoubtedly it is
the Minister, because he can be got rid of
nore easily than the Chief Eleetoral Officer.
1f prompted by the Minister, from whom
Mr. Seddon proposes to take the responsi-
bility, to do something, the Chief Eleetoral
Officer would have to aet accordingly and
the Minister could shelter himself behind
that official.

Hon. H, Seddon: But that would be on
the files.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: There are other
methods of doing things than by minutes
on files. My econtention is that the Minister
is responsible and should have the authority.

The CHAIRMAN: Do I understand Mr.
T.ovekin intends to move an amendment on
the amendment?

Hon. A. Loveiin: T shall do so after Mr.
Seddon’s amendment to strike out part of
the clause is dealt with.

Hon. . J. YELLAND: It would be wise
to make the Chief Electoral Officer the
active agent. If he is dependent on the
Minister and has to take orders from him,
he may not proceed until it suits the Min-
ister, and therein lies the danger.

"Hon. J. EWING: The Chief Electoral
Officer should occupy a more independent
position. The administration of the present
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officer has been excellent, but his work has
been hampered through his having no
direct access to the Minister. T would
linve more confidence in State officials than
in Commonwealth officials, and for that
resson [ shall support the amendment. I
am not at all keen on the Bill. The State
should retain control of its electoral affairs
and the department should be made as in-
dependent as possible of the Minister.

Amendinent (to strike out words) pus
and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 6
Majority for .. 4
ATES,
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. G. W. Mileg
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, H. Seddon

Hon. 8ir W, Lathlaln Hon, Bir E. Wittenoom

Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane Hon. J. Ewing
(Tallor.)
Noss.
Hon. J. M. Drew Hoo. J. Nicholsan

Hon. A. J. H. B8aw
Hon. C. F. Baxter
{Teilor.)

Hon. E. H. Qray
Hon. W. H, Kitson

Amendment thus passed.

The CHAIRMAN: The question now is
ithat the words “and issued under the
hands of the Chief Electoral Officer when-
ever he thinks fit" be inserted.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move—

That the amendment be amended by striking
out ‘‘he thinks fit’’ and inserting ‘‘approved
by the Minister’’ in lieu.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend-
ment on the amendment will get us me-
where. The Chief Electoral Officer would
still have to obtain the approval eof the
Minister before he could ineur the expense
of printing rolls.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If the Minister deals
with it, he must take the responsibility.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the Min-
ister refused to adopt the recommendation
of the Chief Electoral Officer to have the
rolls printed, he would be answerable to
Parliament.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T am trying to help
you. Yon desired the Minister's inelusion.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Under my proposal
the initintive would rest with the Chiet
Electoral Oficer, whereas under Mr. Love-
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kin’s proposm the initiative wounld rest
with the Minister.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Mr. Lovekin’s amend-
ment should be withdrawn, The Chiet
Seeretary does not want it.

Hon. H. SEDDON: We shall get better
work by insisting on the officer taking the
initiative. We should not leave room for
the exeuse that the Minister did mot ask
for a recommendation.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The amendment on
the amendment would achieve what Mr.
Seddon desires. The initiative would rest
with the Chief Lilectoral Officer, who wonld
obtain the approval of the Minister. The
Chief Secretary desires that this measure
be brought as nearly as possible into linc
with the Commonwealth law, and that was
my object in moving to amend the amend-
ment. If the Chief Secretary does no:
desire it, I shall not press it.

The Chief Secretary: I prefer Mr. Sed-
dow’s to yours.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I ask leave to with-
draw the amendment on the ameudment.

Amendment on
withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the words ‘‘and issued under the hands of
the Chief Electoral Officer whenever he
thinks fit” be inserted.

amendment, by leave,

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : There are
consequential amendments, one in para-
graph (¢) of Suhelause 2, for instance.

The CHATRMAN: I should like to hear
the Chief Secretary on the point. The
clanse as amended reads “rolls generally.”
That would mean “any roll at any time.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes. It
waould refer to any roll at any time.

Hon. E. H. Herrvis: Do you rule that the
next amendment is consequential?

The CHATRMAN: I have not yet given
any ruling. 1 should like to hear the hon.
member who is responsible for altering the
¢lause, and those who have supported him,
Their remarks may guide me as to whether
the clause shouid be consequentially
amended or not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Paragraph
(e) refers to supplementary rolls, because
it has 2 hearing on paragraph (b).

Hon. H. SEDDOXN : Tt 15 optional whether
the elause is consequentially amended or
not.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. E. H, HARRIS: The clanse deals
with 1rolls generally. It also deals with
supplementary rolls. If the Chief Electoral
Qfficer has to direct that the other rolls
are to be printed and he has to compile the
rolls generally, T submit that a consequen-
tinl amendment is necessary. The Chief
Elcetoral Officer shonld accept the responsi-
bility of isswing the snbsequent additions
that may be made to the rolls after thev
are printed. .

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman may
ritle as to what is n eonsequential amend-
ment. The Committee may also decide
such a point. I ask the Committee to da-
cide whether these words are to remain
in or to come out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : When [
stated an amendment was vonsequential |
meant that some amendinent would have
to be moved. Some words must be strnck
vut, and others inserted m lien, in order
that the clanse may bhe brought into line
with the amendment we have just earried.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause 2, paragraph (¢), the
words ‘‘Minister dircets’’ he struck out, and
"“Chief Electoral Officer thinks fit’’ inserted
in lieu,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: This
is n different matter from what we havé
just been dealing with. The paragraph re-
fers only to sapplementary rolls. It would
be yuite safe ta let it stand,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Whe is the State
returning ofiffieer referred to in Subeclanse 37

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That refers
to uny returning officer for any of the 3
districts that would have a returning officer.

Hon. 8Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Is
a man appointed ench time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He is per-
manently appointed unless it is neeessary to
eall upon him to resign, or he himself re-
signs.

Hon. H, SEDDON: T can see no definition
either in the Act or the Bill of the term
“State relurning officer.””

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Postponed Clause 18—Claims for enrol-
ment or transfer of enrolment:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Chief
Electoral Registrar, on my instructions, got
info touch with the Solicitor General. Al-
though the latter gentlerman is eonfident
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that this clanse is homb-proof and all right,
in order t¢ mect the wishes of the Committee
be has made it clear beyond any domht.
1 bave submitted his proposed amendment to
Mr. Harris, who has approved of it. I move
an amendment—

That in Subclause 1, lines 2 and 3, the words
‘‘or if the digtrict is divided into subdivisions,
in o subdivision,’’ be struck out, and the word
a'’ be ingerted before the word ¢ subdivi-
sion,”? in line 5.

Hon. ¥, H. HARRIS: T support the
amendment, a eopy of which I have already
seen. [ congratulate the Solicifor-General
upon having made the elause perfeetly elear,
both as te the enrolment for the distriet
and the subdistrict.  The amendment wiil
lielp us to overcome a diffieulty, but we shall
have another hurdle to tuke presently.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY : I move a fur-
ther amendment—

That in Subclavse 1 the words *‘as the case
may be,’’ in line 5, be struck out, and *¢ there-
of ' he inserted in lieu.

Amendment pul and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
further amendment—

I move a

That in Subclause 2, after the word ‘‘sub-
divigion,”’ in line 2, the word ‘‘thereof’’ be
ingerted; that in line 3 the words ‘‘or sub-
division’’ hie struck out, and that after *‘sub-
divigion,’’ in linc 5, the word *‘‘thereof’’ be
inserted.

Amendment. put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Subeclauses 1
and 2 will now read as follows:—

Any person qualified for enrolment who
lives in a district, and has so lived for a
period of one month last past, shall be en-
titled to have his name placed on the roll for
that district or & subdivision thereof.

Any cleetor whose name is on the roll for
any district or sobdivigion thereof, and who
lives in any other district and has mo lived
for a period of onc month last past, shall be
entitled to lhave his name transferred to the
roll for the distriet or subdivision thereof in
which he lives.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Now that we bave
decided that the persom may live for one
month in an eclectorate, whether subdivided
into districts or not, we should make it per.
fectly clear that he can enrol

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
hon. member discussing?

‘What is the
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 wish to point out
that a person now eligible to enrol for the
State will not be eligible to enrol for the
Commonwealth. 1t is neeessary that the
Electoral Department should be acqnainted
with thet fact before the clause is passed.

The CHAIRMAN: It has been passed as
ameiled.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: 1 could not intro-
duce this matter, Mr. Chairman, while you
were putling the amendments.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member eonld
have spoken on the general question that the
clanse stand as amended. He has missed his
opportunity.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Then 1 shall ask
for the Bill to he reconmitted.

New clavse:
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I move—

That the following new clause be added to
the Bill:—*‘A subseetion is added to See-
tion 8 of the principal Act, as follows:—*(3)
Every registrar shall act under and be sub-
ject to the eontrol of the Chief Elcctoral Offi-
cer for the State, and the said Chief Electoral
Officer may inspect all rolls, books, and docu-
ments kept by any registrar for the purposes
of this Aet, and satisfy himseclf that the duties
imposedl upon the registrar by this Act are
being properly carried out.” 7’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask your
ruling, Mr. Chairman, as to whether the new
clause is relevant to the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to hear
the Chief Secretary’s views on that matter.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The new
clunse proposes to give the Chief Electoral
Officer additional powers. I say it does not
give that officer additional powers, though
that matter is beside my point. I contend
that it is irrelevant to the Bill to insert »
clause giving the Chief FElectoral Officer
power to inspect rolls, books, and docu-
ments.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I suggest you draw
attention to the Chief FElectoral Officer's
powers under the principal Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Section 5 of
the principal Aect reads:—

(1) The Governor may, from time to time,
appoint a Chief Electoral Officer who shall,
under the Minister, be charged with the ad-
ministration of this Aet.

And Section 6 provides—

(1) The Governor may, from time to time,
appoint such registrars, returning officers, and
assistant returning officers as may be required
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*n carry the pravisions of this Aet into excew
tion,

The Governor, having power to appoint those
officers, has, under Section 34 of the Infer-
pretation Act, also power to suspend them
and power to dismiss them.

Hon, £, H. Harris: That is a power given
to the Governor.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Consequently
the Chief Electoral Officer has ample power
and right to demand the produetion of rolls,
books, and documents; and if they are not
produced when desired by him, he can recom-
mend the Governor-in-Council to suspend or
dizmiss the officer eoncerned.

The CHAIRMAN: Do you want my
ruling?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: May I not be heard
in support of my case? 1 submit that the
Chief Secretary’s statement is ex parte. In
moving my amendment T wished to call at-
tention to the faet that the words of that
amendment were embodied in a previous Bill.
Word for word the amendment is a copy of
a clause that appeared in the Bill of 1925.
That elause has been omitted from the pre-
sent Bill. If there is any valid reason for
its omission, the Chief Sceretary might in-
dicate it. I desire the amendment to be car-
ried beeause the Minister controiling the
Electoral Department recently stated that
Federal officers would have charge of this
measure, that it was a Federal matter to be
controlled by Federal officers, and that the
Federal Government would pay the salaries
of, and control. these officers. The Chief
Secretary a little while ago suggested that
that was the position. If it is the position,
the necessity for my amendment is empha-
sised. I hold in the highest regard the Federal
and State officers administering the respec-
tive Electoral Acts.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Does not Clause 16 of
the Bill cover what yon desire?

Hon. E. IL IIARRIS: No. The first es-
sential in the preparation of a roll is to have
electoral registrars who will receive claims
and objections and do all things necessary.
On the 20th September I asked the Chief
Seeretary the following question:—

Should the Electoral Aet Amendment Biil
now before the House become an Act, what is
the cstimated number of clectoral registrars
that will be permanently appointed?

The Chicf Secretary’s reply was:—

Thizs matter will be considered when the
oceasion arises,

[COUNCIL.)

In his reply on the second reading debate
the Chief Secretary stated—
_ The actual work of registration under the
Joint rolls arrangement will be carried out by
five divisionrl returning officers and their
clerks and 27 registrars, all of whose services,
us well as those of the local Commonwealth
adminiatrative staff, will not cost the State
anything,
It is our duty, in the first place, to provide the
necessary registrars, and, in the second place,
to ensure that someone shall have power
1o eontrol the actions of those registrars. My
amendment deelares that the Chief Electoral
Officer shall have power to deal with those
under him in the State’s employ. Although
the 27 registrars are in the Commonwealth
service, they are to be officers employed by
Western Australia. The Chief Secretary has
quoted Section 5 of our principal Act. See-
tion 6 provides for the appointment of re-
turning officers and registrars. But the Act
only gives an implied authority. There is
nothing to say that those returning officers
and registrars shall be under the eontrol of
the Chief Electoral Officer, The Common-
wealth Act, by Seetion 7, provides—

There shall be a Commonwealth Eleetoral
Officer for each State who shall, subject to the

directions of the Chief Flectoral Officer, be the
principal e¢lectoral officer in the State,

The Commonwenlth Flectoral Officer in the
State is subject to someone in Melbourne or
Canberra,  Section 8 of the Commonwealth
Act reads—

There shall be a divisional returning officer
fer each division, who shall be charged with
the duty of giving effect to this Act within or
for his Qivision, subject to the directions of
the Commonwealth Eleetoral Officer for the
State.

Section 9 of the Commonwealth Act, refer-
ring to assistani refurning officers, says that
they shall be “subject to the control of the
divisional returning officer.” The Common-
wealth makes it perfectly explicit that all
its officers in ebarge of branch electoral offices
shall have full power to control all officers
under them, As regards our State eleetoral
emplayees our Chief Flectoral Officer has
not that power. The Federal employees, I
say with all due respeet, owe allegiance to
their Chief in the State. Some hon. mem-
bers have the idea that the State Electoral
Officer for the Commonwealth is to be n ser-
vant of our Chief Eleetornl Officer. T hope
those members will wake up to the situation,
Those officers should be State officers under
the control of the State’s Chief Electoral
Officer. Paragraph 7 of the agreement gencr-
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ously provides that the Chief Electoral Officer
ol the State shall have the right at all reason-
able tines to inspect claims and so forth, for
the purpese of cavrying out any duty imposed
upon that Chief Electoral Officer under any
law of the State. If we vest in the State
Chief Elcctorul Oflicer the powers proposed
hy my amendment, he will possess some au-
thority when he has oceasion to interview the
Commonwealth Electoral Ofticer for the
State, Bonth Australia and Vietoria previde
for that contingeney. In those two States
every one of the electoral officers is wnder
the State Chief Electoral Officer. If that
arvangement is good enough for Vietoria and
South Australia, it should be good for West-
ern Austrahin; and Vietoria and South Aus-
tralin provide accordingly not in the agree-
ment, but in their Acts. The agreeroent
renerously says onr Chief Electoral Officer
shall have the right to go to the Electoral
e and inspecet his own rolls.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon., E. H. HARRIS: Continuing my
remurks on the new clause, let me direet
attention to Subelanse 1 of Clause 35 of the
Bill, under which the divisional returning
oflicers, that is the Commenwealth officers,
shall determine objections forthwith. Under
Section 46 of the prineipal Aet, provision
was made that the magistrate should deter-
mine those questions. I want to draw at-
tention to Clause 1 of the agreement with
the Commonwealth, which provides that the
same persons shall be appointed electoral
registrars under the clanse. 1 am asking
that the State Chicf Eleetoral Officer shall
have full executive authority fo act. It is
provided in the Bill that important issues
arg determined by the divisional returning
officer, and it is provided in the agreement
that those Commonwealth electoral regis-
trars shall operate over the State. In my
opinion it is essentinl that those officers
should be under the control of the Chief
Electoral Officer.  Under Subelause 2 of
Clause I of the agreement it is provided
that the registrars by arrangement are under
the joint control of the State and Commeon-
wealth chief electoral officers. That being
so, the Commonwealth registrars may say to
the State Chief Electoral Officer, “We do
not recognise you in this matter, for the
agreement says we shall take our instrue-
tions from the Commonwealth and State
chief electoral officers jointly. The State
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Act does not say that those officers are
churged with giving effeet to the Aect, as is
provided in the Commonwealth Electoral
Act. Under Clanse 7 of the agreement it
is farther provided that the State Chief
Electoral Officer shall have the right to in-
speet his own rolls. I have embodied por-
tion of that in the new clause, but T want
to sce it in the Aet, as it is in the Victorian
and the Soath Australian Acts. If you refer
to paragraph (f) of Clanse 24 of the Bill,
vou will note that the registrar in reinstat-
ing a name is directed by the divisional re-
turning offteer, not by the Chief Eleectoral
Officer; but if you leok at paragraph (h)
of the same eclause you will see that in re-
moving & name the divisional returning offi-
cer has to do it upon a certificate from the
Chief Electoral Officer, and that they aet
with equal authority onee the writ has been
issued. That eovers most of the reasons
why the Chief Electoral Officer should be
vested with this aunthority. In conclusion
I wish to draw attention to a section of the
parent Act, which the Bill says shall not
apply to the Assembly. In Clanse 2 of the
Bill it is provided that eertain sections of
the parent Aect relating to the Assembly
shall not apply. All that does apply we
have embodied in the Bill. If the Bill be
passed in its present form the Chief Elee-
toral Officer will not have the authority over
his registrars that he has to-day. We shall
be removing his power of control over those
oficers. We shall be taking from him the
right to inspect the Asseinbly rolls of his
registrars, although when it comes to a
Council election he will still be vested with
that authority. He should have the same
authority in respeet of both Council and
Assembly elections,

The CHALRMAN: The Chief Secretary
has questioned the relevancy of the proposed
new clause. Sinee the new eclause has ap-
peared on the Notice Paper, I have given
some consideration to it. I am still some-
what in doubt as to its relevancy, but T am
in no donbt as to its redundaney. I have
looked up the Electoral Aet, and it convinees
me that the powers the proposed new clause
seeks to confer on the Chief Etectoral Officer
are now possessed by that ®fficer under See-
tion 5 of the Act of 1907, which charges that
officer with the administration of the State
Act.

Hon, E. H, Harris: It gives him no power
over his registrars.
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The CHAIRMAYN: In my opinion he has
that power under the existing Aet. That is
on the question of redundancy. The ques-
tion of relevaney is quite another matter.
I will give my ruling in this way: I rule
that the proposed new clause is relevant, and
I leave it to the good sense of members to
sny whether or not it is neecessary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I asked for
vouwr ruling on this point beeause it has been
held that the proposed new clause is not
relevant. However, that i1s not my own
opinion. In view of your ruling on the
point of relevancy, I have no objection to
the proposed new clause, although there ig
already ample power in the Aet for the Chief
Eleetoral Officer to do all that is neeessary
to carry out the administration of the Aect.
Nevertheless the proposed new clause will
mive direct power to our Chief Electoral
Officer.

New clanse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjowrned at 7.47 p.m.

Legislative Hsscmbly,
Thursday, 27th October, 1927,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SEFPTIC TANKS, GOVERN-
MEMT POLICY.

My, NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that, in at least one
instance, a loeal authority in the Claremont
electorate hesitates to proceed with the
septic tank scheme on account of uncer-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tainty, as to the future policy of the Gov-
ernment, regarding the extension of deen
sewerage? 2, Will he defing the Govern-
ment’s intentions in this regard?

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, The position in regard to deep
drainage was defined in reply to a question
on the 4th instant, which was as follows:
“It i1s eonsidered that no portion of ths
area from North Fremantle to Claremont
is sufficiently settled to make it practieable
to instal a payable sewerage system at the
present time. .i tentative scheme of sew-
erage for the area North Fremantle to
Subiaco has been prepared. The estimated
eost 15 roughly £330,000 for the immediate
future and a& further £100,000 to eomplete
as the area develops. A plan is being pre-
pared showing the areas that would he
reticulated under this scheme with a view
to estimating the revenue.”

QUESTION—STATE PSYCHOLOGIST.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has any report been preparesi

hy the State Psychologist covering th2
activities of last vear? 2, If so, when will
it be available? 3, Has the establishment
of a payehological clinie justified itself?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Yes. 2, Probhably next week. 3, The hon.
member will doubtless feel, after a perusal
of the report, that the activities of the
clinie are justified.

BILL—INFLAMMABLE LIQUID,
Report of Select Commitiee.

Mr. Lambert brought up the report of
the Select Committee appointed to inquire
into the Inflammable Liqunid Bill.

Report read and ordered to be printed.

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the 18th QCetober.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.38]: With-
out exception members will support the
seecond reading and subsequent Committee
consideration of the Bill. The guestion of
insanity is of considerable interest and
difficulty. T understand there are two



